April 18, 1983 LR 57

PRESIDENT: Senator Penger.

SENATOR PENGER: Thank you, M. President. | can't support
LR 57 inits pz esent formeither. | still have to ask the
sane question of nyself and this body that | asked |ast week.
Does anyone on thls floor, voting on this issue, have any
know edge or enough know edge of the current status of mll-
taz'y preparedness that is golng to enable you to decide

whether or not this proposal will, in fact, ease the dangers
and the perils that frankly we all envision? As | said, |
think it is one thing that well-intended peopl e congregate .

together in the streets of this country and voice their
concerns about the dangers of the future but to ask this

del i berative body to accept any words and to approve this
concept w thout any of the input that we should have is

unwi se, unfair and even unrealistic. Sone of the senators
on this floor have had the privilege of sone declassified
bzi efi ngs and anyone who believes that this supposed signal
that we are sending will ease world tensions is msinforned.
It will, 1n fact, perpetuate the very real threat of Soviet
dom nation. Before we entez into any i mediate freeze, we' ve
got some catching up to do. Renmenmber now, that our negoti at -
ing experience with Soviets up to now has not been success-
ful . Either we have sent peace at any price advocates to
the bargai ning table or honest, sincere people have had
their own positlon weakened and our positlon weakened b¥_
proposals simlar to what we are | ooking at today. SALTI
tal ks, if you remenber, were a fiasco. You don't have to
be as old as | amto renenber those. They allowed the
Soviets tine to z'each a parity with us in nuclear technol-
ogy and nucl eaz' hardware. The Sovi et throwaway capability
between SALT | and SALT Il increased 44%. Qurs Jokingly
Increased 7C. | would renmind you al so that the SALT 11
Treaty was so darned concessionary that even the Congress,
and they are not a bunch of hawks | mght remnd you, haven' t
ratified it yet. In conclusion, any proposal of this nagni-
tude that calls on our federal government to take this kind
of action that is based, not on facts and data, but on eno-
tion, should not reach the approval of this body, | urge a
resounding no on this resolution so that we can get back to
addressing the pressing state problens that we were sent
here foz'. Thankyou, sir.

PRESI DENT: Senator Wesely. Senator Hefner asked for recog-
nition, I's he here? The question has been called for. Do
| see five hands? | do see five hands and the question is,
shall the debate cease. All those in favor vote aye, op-
posed vote nay. The issue before the House is the question
of whether the debate shall cease or not on LR 57. Have you
all voted? The Clerk will record.



